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division into which the arytenoid cartilages are inserted
is not free, but is attached as a border of the so-called
glottis respiratoria to the vertical lateral walls of the
superior cavity of the larynx. This difference will be at
once understood by a glance at the internal wall of the
larynx. We shall there see, namely, that above the
line which marks the edge of the vocal plate, in the pos-
terior portion the wall rises smoothly upwards, whilst
in front a deep indentation of the lateral wall (the ven-
tricles of Morgagni) leaves the edge of the vocal plate
perfectly free.

The substance of the vocal plates is a strong elastic
tisue, which may be most aptly compared with india-
rubber, and is therefore peculiarly well adapted for being
thrown into vibration by a passing current of air. The
vocal plates may on this account alone be compared
to the reeds of certain musical instruments, which from
this fundamental peculiarity are sometimes called " reed-
instruments." There is, however, an important difference
in these reed-instruments which we must not pass over.
The reeds (free vibrators) of the instruments used in
music are, namely, thin strips of metal or wood, which,
attached merely by a narrow edge, execute oscillations
like those of a pendulum, in which the point of attach-
ment may be compared to that of the pendulum. With
such reeds the vocal chords cannot be compared, as they
differ from them both in material and arrangement.
Their material is a soft, elastic membrane, the elasticity
of which has no power to assert itself; and in this it
differs from the strip of wood or metal, if it is only
attached at one end. A membrane of this kind can only
become elastic, and be employed for the production of
tone, when it is stretched between at least two points.
Stretched membranes of this kind are not employed